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68 t h e EN VI RON M EN T I N  I SRA EL

Within the framework of the Israeli-Palestinian Interim 
Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, signed 
in Washington in September 1995, Article 12 deals 
with environmental protection. Inter alia, the agreement 
calls for the two sides to •act for the protection of 
the environment and the prevention of environmental 
risks, hazards and nuisances including all kinds of soil, 
water and air pollution.Ž  The interim agreement also 
calls on both sides to ensure that •Environmental Impact 
Assessment shall be conducted for major development 
programs, including those related to industrial parks 
and other programs.Ž In order to implement these 
and other environmental provisions specified in the 
agreement, both sides have established an Environmental 
Experts Committee for environmental cooperation and 
understanding. The aim of the joint committee is to solve 
environmental problems and initiate joint action programs 
for environmental improvement. 

Bilateral cooperation with Jordan is based on the 
Israel-Jordan peace treaty of 1994 which incorporates an 
annex specifically relating to environmental protection. 
Article 18 of the treaty states that: •The parties will 
cooperate in matters relating to the environment, a 
sphere to which they attach great importance, including 
conservation of nature and prevention of pollution.Ž A 
major focus of development is the Jordan Rift Valley (JRV) 
whose development potential, coupled with resource 
constraints such as limited availability of water, hot 
desert climate, and fragile environment, create a unique 
development challenge.  

Joint projects in the environment sector are based both 
on collaborative conservation measures such as the 
establishment of binational parks and nature reserves and 
on joint projects designed to solve common environmental 
problems such as the housefly problem which plagues 
residents on both sides of the Jordan Valley and Dead 
Sea region every summer. Israel and Jordan have been 
working to advance a coordinated program of pest control 
to help eradicate this environmental nuisance (see Pest 
Control Chapter).

An Agreement on Special Arrangements for Aqaba and 
Eilat between Israel and Jordan was signed in 1996.  The 
Agreement stipulates that Israel and Jordan will cooperate 
on issues relating to both cities including environmental 
management, pest control, and emergency response 
services.  The agreement also calls for establishment of a 
binational  Red Sea Marine Peace Park and calls on the 
parties to •collaborate in research efforts on coral reefs 
and marine biology, and in implementing comparable 
policies and regulations designed to protect the coral 
reefs as a tourist attraction which is soundly managed 

from an ecological point of view.Ž The project, which 
is being coordinated by the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and is funded by the Middle 
East Cooperation Program (MERC) of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, lays the groundwater for 
a long-standing working relationship between Israeli and 
Jordanian authorities by building the technical capacity 
of environmental monitoring in both countries and by 
increasing the communication level between the parties 
(see Marine Waters Chapter).

Ed u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e 

W o r l d  En v i r o n m en t  

Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the 
Environment (Globe): Israel joined the GLOBE 
program in 1995. The program links schoolchildren, 
teachers and scientists worldwide in data gathering 
and scientific experiments to monitor the global 
environment. Over a million primary and secondary 
school students in more than 10,000 schools in 
some 100 countries participate in the project. Some 
60 schools participate in the program in Israel.

Migrating Birds Know No Boundaries: With more than 
500 million migrating birds flying over its airspace 
each year, Israel has become an internationally known 
birdwatching center and a focal point of regional 
cooperation. A multi-disciplinary educational program 
was launched in 1996 through which students 
track birds with attached satellite transmitters and 
learn about climatic conditions while communicating 
through an Internet site (www.birds.org.il) with other 
children in Israel and around the world. The program 
is being implemented in more than 200 schools 
representing different ages and sectors. 
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