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BEAFACE TO THE PUBLIC

GREENING THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

The goals of environmental
education, which were for-
mulated more than 20 years
ago in the Belgrade Charter,
ring as true today as they did
in 1976: "The goal of environ-
mental education is to de-
velop a world population that
is aware of and concerned
about the environment and
its associated problems, and
which has the knowledge,
skills, attitudes, motivations,
and commitment to work
individually and collectively
toward solutions of current
problems and the prevention
of new ones."

Ms. Zivit Linder, director of
the Education Division of the
Ministry of Environmental
Protection, fervently believes

that "it is our duty to let both
children and adults see and
understand that in each and
every step they take, now and
in the future, they must seek
the right balance between
society, economy and the en-
vironment, between their in-
dividual needs and the needs
of the environment, in order
to create a just and healthy
society."

The Ministry of Environmental
Protection is convinced that
education is a prerequisite for
achieving sustainability. For
this reason, it has spearhead-
ed a host of educational initia-
tives in recent years, including
green education programs,
environmental education cur-
riculums, school and commu-

ISRAEL ENVIRONMENT BULLETIN

nity projects, competitions
and special events, targeted
at both the formal and infor-

mal educational systems.

Promoting Environmental
Education in the Formal

School System

An important breakthrough
was achieved in September
2007 when the Ministry of
Environmental Protection
and the Ministry of Education
joined in launching a new
environmental education
program which will be imple-
mented in schools through-
out Israel. The program cul-
minates the work of a task
force, appointed by the direc-
tor general of the Ministry of
Education, which included
senior representatives of the
Ministry — of Environmental
Protection, Ministry of Educa-
tion, institutes of higher edu-
cation, green organizations
and teachers from all over the
country. Their task: tocome up
with an answer to the ques-
tion of what can be done to
promote environmental edu-
cation in Israel. To answer the
question, the team came up
with an operative plan which
combines  multidisciplinary
environmental study, environ-
mental action and environ-
mental training of teachers.

The program aims to inte-
grate environmental educa-
tion within a range of school

subjects, while promoting
environmental attitudes,
achievements and behav-

jor. The rationale underlying
the program is that environ-
mental education is not just
another subject within the
"basket of subjects" offered
by a school; rather, it is a ba-
sic element which should be
integrated in the school cur-
riculum, along with commu-

nity and social action.

The prerequisites for en-
vironmental education

within schools include:

> Development and imple-
mentation of a school vi-
sion, based on multidisci-
plinary approaches, which
integrates environmental
study and environmental
action.

> Development and imple-
mentation  of  school
activities  that  foster
environmental knowedge,
thought and values along
with contribution to the
community, and break
through the bounds of
school and classroom to
involve teachers, local au-
thorities and other organi-
zations.
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Y Promotion of the subject
with the aid of a school
representative  who s
committed to fulfilling the
vision of environmental lit-
eracy.

The program was approved in
September 2007, just in time
to be integrated into the cur-
rent school year. The hope is
that this innovative school
model will indeed promote
the development of multidis-
ciplinary environmental edu-
cation, which emphasizes in-
volvement and commitment
to the environment.

Greening the Educational
System

One of the Environmental Pro-
tection Ministry's leading proj-
ects in the field of education
for sustainable development
is "greening the educational
system" from kindergartens
to universities. The idea is to
encourage schools, with the
cooperation of the adminis-
tration, students, parents and
community, not just to teach
environmental subjects but
to actin a sustainable manner,
to conserve resources, and to
advance eco-efficiency.

The idea was first born during
Israel's preparations for the
Johannesburg World Summit
on Sustainable Development.
Today, hundreds of schools
- from kindergartens to uni-
versities — have joined the
process.

In order to help schools along
the road toward sustainability,
the Ministry of Environmental

www.environment.gov.ll

Protection and its partners,
the Ministry of Education and
the Society for the Protection
of Nature in Israel, drafted
guidelines and indicators for
Green Schools. The three-step
process calls for commitment
on the part of the school,
mapping of the current state
of environmental education
and formulation of environ-
mental indicators for achieve-
ment. The action plan itself,
which is backed up by sus-
tainability indicators, relates
to three main areas:

1. Integration of environmental
subjects in the curriculumto
increase knowledge of envi-
ronmental issues.

2. Rational use of resources,
such as water, electricity or
paper and promotion of
bottle, paper and battery re-
cycling.

3. Contribution to the commu-
nity through a project tar-
geted toward environmen-
tal awareness and improve-
ment.

In light of the success of
the Green School project in
schools throughout the coun-
try, the "greening" process
has been expanded to green
kindergartens, green commu-
nity centers and green univer-
sity campuses.

By the end of 2007 - 90
schools, 10 university cam-
puses, 20 community centers
and 33 kindergartens had
been accredited and hun-
dreds more are undergoing
the "greening" process. The
road toward a greener future
has definitely been set in the
educational school system.

Major Components of the Environmental
Education Program:

>

>

250
200
150

100

Green Educational Institutes 2007

Allocation of atleast 30 hours of study atevery age level, including
out of classroom activities.

Mapping of existing environmental subjects in the curriculum in
different areas, including: science and technology, geography,
homeland studies, social studies and citizenship, etc.

Instruction based on sustainable development guidelines, which
is integrated with out of classroom activities and action in the
environment.

Highlighting of the environment as a central subject in the
framework of science and technology and geography studies in
the 2007/8 school year.

Initial training of some 100 leading teachers and assimilation of
the subject on the regional level.

Preparation and publication of enrichment and curriculum
materials.

Organization of special events and competitions.
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